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On
Europe

By A STAFF
CORRESPONDENT

IN
LONDON

The flood of reportsabout flying
saucerswhichcarneout of Europelast
week has no precedent.Every country

has seen them—from Asia Minor
around throughthe Mediterraneanas
far up as

Scandinavia.

THE
reportsvary

from the circum-
stantial—with thousands
of

observers seeingex-
actlythesamething,to
the

ludicrous— with
reputablescientistsan-
alysing mysterious
substances left floating

in theair.
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The saucerscamein
enoughdifferent shapes,sizes
and modelsto rivalrecent

Londonmotor shows.
Europeans,normallytired

of this recurring subject,

haveswungto a freshde-
mandfor someclearand ac-
ceptable scientific explana-

tion. French newspapers

are alreadyofferinglarge
prizesfor

acceptable"evi-
dence."

In everycolourof the
rainbow,rangingin size
from 4ft to 50ft diameter,

speedsfrom nearlystation-

ary to morethan1,000miles

an hour,thesemysteryob-
jects have been puzzling

or
frightening

some200 mil-
lionpeople.

Therehave been "flying
cigars"seenin Belgium,a
3ft high

"cylinder"

in Italy,

the "flying cauldron" in
France, another slenderer
"cigar"in Jordan,flying
"alarmclocks"in Greece

and "shining discs"in Aus-
tria, Germany,Hungary,
Yugoslavia, Turkeyand just
aboutanywhereelse near to
Europeyou wouldlike to
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pinpoint on the map.
No reputable scientific

body seriously believes in the
populartheorythat theseob-
jects containinquisitive little
men from Mars or Venus
who have been droppedover
Europefrom their home-
landssome millionsof light
yearsawayjustto havea
look around.

Nine Theories

Nine other explanations

have been givenby organisa-

tions and
individuals

in the

past fortnight—liver indiges-
tion, sexualfrustration,mass
hysteria,the work of prac-
ticaljokers,a new secret
weaponbeingtestedby a
major Power (eitherthe
U.S.A.,Russiaor Britain),

meteors,miragescausedby
lensesof air (familiarto
peoplewho know the optics

of earth'satmosphere)

or ice
crystalsactingas distorting

mirrors.

It couldbe a
combination

of severalof these.

The saucerreportshave
been more frequentin Italy
over the past week,where
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there have been something

like 15 sightings. Significant-

[ MoreModels

ThanAtA
MotorShow]

ly theyfollowed
a filmon

flyingsaucersshownon the
nation'stelevisionservice.

Rome newspapersprinted
a pictureof a flyingsaucer

seenoverthe cityby several

witnessesand photographed

by a student,Turi Matte-

rella,flying1,300ftabove
Montemario observatory.

Others were seen over
Pescara,AquilaLancianoon
the Adriatic,throughout
Bolognaand in Veniceand
Florence.

In Florencea football

gamewas heldup for half
an hour while15,000specta-

torswatcheda flightof "fly-
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ing saucers."

Mrs. Rosa Lotti,40-year-

old Italianpeasantof Pog-
gia Ambria,told policethat
two Martiansthreefeet high
(Martianscome in as many
differentmodels as their
saucers)met her in a lonely

field,snatched a bunch of
carnations from her and

made off in a
cylindrical

machine.

"Spoke"To One
France,neverto be out-

done when it comes to

autumn tourist attractions,

has alsohad its cropof
saucer-seers

in the past week
or so.

A Czech woman in
France claimedto have

seen a Martianwhichspoke
to her in Russian.

Two Norwegiansisters
spoketo one who was "tall,

dark and longhaired" in
Mosjoen,central Norway.
They could not understand

what he said,though.

First reportsfrom over

the Iron Curtainoccurred
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discwitha "flamingtail"but
a local observatory dismissed

it as a meteor.

In Duisberg,Germany,
this week much excitement

was causedby flyingsaucers

until one crashed.

Investigation
provedit to

be twelvefeet in diameter,

madeof red and blueglazed

paperfilledwith gas, and
fitted with electrictorches.

In Lille,northern France,a
miner confessed to police
that he had builta thousand

"flyingsaucers"as a joke.
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[ Thisis thepartof
thefrontpageof a
recentissueof the

French newspaper

"Radar"giving
prominenceto a
railwayworker'sstory
of a meetingwith
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little creaturesfrom

a "flyingsaucer."

"Radar"has since
offeredbig rewards

for
pictures

of a
"saucer."

]


